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NEW PRESIDENT
FOR NEWCASTLE

May 2012
In March the AGM saw 
a change at the top 

for Newcastle 
Orienteering Club. 

least after all this time we might be able to 
get a run in the family relays”. On a more 
serious note he suggested until Baxter gains 
a few years, he and wife Margaret, who also 
vacated the clubs position of gear officer, 
would be taking more of a backseat role in 
the clubs activities but insisted that they 
would still be highly visible as competitors 
attending as many “O” events as possible.   

The new President, Andrew first tried 
orienteering in the late 70’s at Kotara High 
School. He then attended a few local events 
during his university days but rugby was his 
sport of choice until after a second major 
knee injury and increasing age he decided to 
hang up the boots. Soon after Andrew and 

partner Chris moved overseas for several 
years, working firstly in England and then 
Vietnam, returning to Australia to start a 
family in 2002. Andrew (M45AS), partner 
Chris and sons Oscar and Alec, (both M/
W-10N), took up orienteering on a more 
regular basis in 2007. Andrew has proven 
to be a very competent navigator but his 
progress is hampered by his old Rugby 
wound. This means he actually performs 
much better on the bike, gaining some 
impressive results in MTBO events. 

Andrew has some great thoughts on 
initiatives to make the Newcastle club even 
stronger and will be working with the club’s 
committee and its members to see this 
indeed happens. If you wish to talk to him 

regarding the clubs future seek him out at an 

upcoming event or via email:  

president@newcastleorienteering.asn.au

Geoff Peel (r) hands over to new 
President Andrew Power

After more than 15 years as President, 
Geoff Peel recently stepped down from the 
position to be replaced by (the aptly named 
for his profession) Andrew Power, who brings 
with him great management experience 
gained in his career within the electricity 
industry.

“I never intended to be club president”, 
Geoff said. “It just happened and then 
suddenly I’ve clocked up all those years in the 
position. Hopefully I’ve brought some 
positives to the club during those years. I 
think my main strength has been my ability 
and willingness to commit time to the club 
and our sport. I’m sure Andrew will bring a 
different style to the role, a more modern, 
smarter approach” he continued. “With two 
young lads he won’t have the luxury of all 
that spare time I had, but from what I’ve seen 
and heard already, with Andrew at the helm 
as well as a strong committee behind him, I’m 
certain Newcastle can continue to prosper as 
a great sporting club”.

Geoff’s standing down from the role was 
precipitated by the oncoming and subsequent 
arrival of his and Margaret’s first child, “Baxter 
Clark Peel”, who arrived into this world on 
21st March 2012. “Looks like it will be split 
starts for us from now on”, he joked. “At 

	 	Baxter Clark Peel
Born:
Time:

Weight:
Length:

21st March 2012
4:48 pm
3.38 kg
51 cm
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